AT HOME..............
LIZ LEVIN

When Liz Levin moved into a Georgetown town house three
vears ago, the interior designer turned the ‘in-between’ home

into a study in mixing modern and classic styles.
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Georgetown “starter’ home showcases mix of hand-me-downs, modern splurges

By Kathe Wilmeth
Spevhal o The Besanne

h, the dilemmsas of decorat-
ing 2 starter house,
You know the one. Its
that house that falls in
between your Ikea-clad apartment
and your future, raise-a family-and-
retire-offFinto-the-sunset-one-day
house.

“It's our first house independent
of apartment living, not our per-
manent dream house destination.”
interior designer Liz Levin aald
of her own Georgetown ‘starter’
town house, “T wanted to make it
look pulled-together and nice, bat
also net overly invest in things that
wouldnt necessarily translate to
the next house”

Knowing the 2000-square-foot
Federal-style townhouse wasn't a
“forever™ home, Levin approsched
the project with a designer's eye
— bat also managed to keep the in-
between home's budget in check.

That meant mixing old and new
pieces and hand-me-downs with
splurges, Or, as Levin modestly

puts ik, the house is a “study in cob-
bling things together™

But Levin's version of “cobbling
thinga together" is really anything
but. That design method trans-
lated into a show-worthy space
that mixes modern with classic

“and showeases Levin's designer

instincts.

In the living room, for example,
Levin — who cut her teeth as a
designer at the decidedly medern
Vastu on lith Street — mixed a
modern brown suede couch with
white plping {from Vastu, naturally)
with hand-me-down chairs from
her great-grandmother’s house.
Ehe renpholstered the chalrs from
their original “hideous rose, funky
fabric" into a more subdued white
fabrie. A modern Brian Petro paint-
ing hangs over the couch, while &
peony painted by a family friend
hangs over the traditional mantel,

W did put things together with
the idea that we'd be moving again
somaday” Levin said, "Its sort of
an eclectic modern. 1 like to mix
time perieds ... and I like the col-
lected-over-tims: look,”

The dining room also mixes old
and new The dark wood dining
room table was donated by Levin's
grandmother and mixed with
inexpensive Parsons-style chairs.
An antique Aslan cabinet from QI
in Old Town and an old Tibetan
window sereen hanging on the
wall give the room a hint of Asian
influsnce.

But it's the costorn window
treatments — white with brown
geometric shapes — that bring the
room into this millennium. Levin
sitfd she chose those a5 opposed to
the more traditional and expected
"stuffy window treatments” to give
the room a modern feal.

One thing Levin didn't change
in the town house — the mirrored
wall that wag in the dining room
when she and her husband moved
in theee years age. The wall, despite
its potential to throw the room back
to the 19708, gives the small space
mare depth. Bhe offset the mirror
with Alexandria Beige from Benja-
min Meore paint on the remaining
three walls, a marked improve-
ment over the red walls that were

originally in the dining reom. ("It
looked like ‘Boughe Nights,' ® Levin
recalled.)

Upsatairs, Levin kept with her
theme of classic meets modern.
In the master bedroom, the focal
point is a big bay window that has
# view of the Potomae River and
the Washington Monument. Levin
had custom silk blue and brown
satin panels made for the window
("Ome of my splurges,” she said)
and added blae pillows to the win-
dow seat.

The room is painted Palladian
Bloe from Benjamin Moore (“It's
a good blue because it's light, but
It doesn't look baby blue™), and a
brown suede headboard from Vastu
is paired with brown bedding from
Bed, Bath & Beyond.

Levin used Lucite tables as
nightstands that she plans to use
a8 TV traya when the family finally
does move into its “forever” house,
And another hand-me-down, her
mother's childhood dresser, also
gives the room character.

A year ago, Levin and her hus-
band welcomed a bahy girl to their

starter house and turned the sec-
ond bedroom into s babys room.
The room stays true to Levin's non-
fussy elassic-mests-modern style.

“T didn't want to go totally mod
in here, but [ alse didn't want to go
traditional nursery where it's just
so0 sweet, sweet, sweet,” Levin said.
“That's not my style elther”

The room is painted a soft yellow
— a eodor chosen before the couple
knew if they were having a boy or
a girl, Custom window treatments
— thia time yellow with green trim
— also give the room a punch.
Levin used standard Pottery Barn
Kids and Land of Nod furniture, but
went with unigque art on the walls,
such a8 a retro print of a page from
a Dick and Jane book, to give the
rootn setne personality.

For the time being, Levin has
no immediste plans to trade up to
mare permanent house, though it
is on her radar. ;

“This house has a lot more space
than what we were used to [in an
apartment],” Levin said. “But now
we're feeling like “Oh what's the
next stage!” "
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LIZ LEVIN

Stybe philosophy: | like to have a
unique element of surprise. | don't
like the ready-made set effect, ... |
like to mix textures and time periods,
| also want it to be reflective of the
persan that lives in that space. |
don't want it to look like Liz's living
Faam.

Style secrets: In small spaces, use 3
glass caffee table or Lucite. It doesn't
take up as much visual space.

Comfort or style: Probably style. But
| think skyle can be comiortable,

Formal or family rooms: | like doing
family rooms. With style though. |
don't feel like it's an either-or.

Favorite color: | work with a lot af
brown. My loga is green and brawn.
If | had to pick one color, I'd probabily
pick green,

Can’t live without: Throw pillows,

| would never: | really don't like

to da ready-made window treat-
ments, [Ready-made] are never as
nice. People tend to think window
treatments are an afterthought, You
absalutely need a sofa. But window
treatmants help most rooms, and the
cheaply made ones — you might as
wall not do tham.

Dream elient: It would be fun to do
the new White House, wouldn't it?

if you know ...

If you know of a beautiful home
that should be a good fit for

AT HOME, please e-mail us at
athomedcexamines.com.
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We Bring New Life
To Old Tubs & Tile Walls!

- * Cusiom malded to fit your bathtub
'_-- » Will not chip, stain, crack of dscolor
- | = Mon affected by mikdew or bacteria

* hon-slip surface

= Qng day installation, use the nesd day!
« Guaranteed lowest price!

i A formudated re-glazing process
= Matcheas any color

* Works on tile too!

» Makes old look nawl
Vlsﬂ: our showroom at

10350 Southard Drive, Beltsville, MD
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